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Ofsted rePOrt 2015

“All groups of pupils 
achieve well.”

“the curriculum is focussed 
on making sure pupils make 

swift progress in their academic 
achievement as well as 

promoting their personal 
development and enjoyment 

of school.”

“the most able pupils are well 
supported and challenged.”

“Music is a particular strength.”

sIAMs rePOrt 2016

“the effectiveness of the 
leadership and management of 

the  school as a church school is 
outstanding.”

“the school has an outstandingly 
distinctive Christian character 

that is evident to all, impacts on 
the lives of its pupils and leads 
them to remarkable works of 
compassion and outreach.”

“this is a diverse and inclusive 
school where pupils develop keen 
attitudes of tolerance and respect 

for all faiths.”

Excellence for all, respect for all within a   
Christian community.



On behalf of everyone at St Saviour’s, I would like to welcome you to our school.

This is a very special school with a big heart for children.   As a church school, we build on the foundation of 
our Christian values and these support every area of school life.  The warmth and care of our children, staff 
and families is tangible and encourages everyone to give of their best.  Every child is recognised as uniquely 
created by God and as staff we seek to nurture each child so that they develop in every area of their lives, 
from their own starting points.  Our aim is that through an exciting curriculum, exploration of faith, and 
opportunities for enrichment, children have raised aspirations for all that they can achieve. 

St Saviour’s has a history of providing a strong culture of engagement and learning through its passion for 
excellence.  Class teachers and senior leaders meet every half term to discuss the progress of each child in 
reading, writing and maths so that children are always challenged to make good and outstanding progress in 
their learning.  Interventions are put in place if children need extra help to achieve the aspirational targets that 
are set for them, and children with special educational needs are well supported to achieve their goals.

Our school has a rich multi-cultural diversity that enhances the lives of the whole school community.  Every 
child and adult is valued and I am sure that as you read this prospectus, search our website or visit us, you will 
be drawn into the learning, enjoyment and life of St Saviour’s.  Thank you for visiting.

Elizabeth Maxted

Headteacher 

A Letter From the Headteacher

Celebrating the Queen’s 90th birthday



St Saviour’s C of E Primary School
Where is St Saviour’s?
St Saviour’s is next to Ruskin Park on Herne Hill Road, SE24. It is in the Borough of Lambeth, close to the 
border with Southwark. The school is next door to Ruskin Park, on the P4 bus route and just a five minute 
walk from Loughborough Junction Station.

Why do families choose St Saviour’s?
St Saviour’s is a small, friendly and welcoming church school which serves the local community in and 
around Herne Hill.  We have just one class for each year group. 

We serve an area which is culturally and socially rich and diverse, and are well supported by parents, carers 
and the local community, especially by St Saviour’s Church and St Paul’s Church, in the Parish of Herne Hill.  
Most parents choose to send their children to the school because of our Christian foundation, academic 
achievements and wider opportunities.  We welcome children from families of every faith and none. There 
is a family and almost ‘village’ atmosphere about St Saviour’s.  Many families have had links with the school 
for generations, and they continue to want their children to attend as they have happy memories of their 
time here.  St Saviour’s has always been a popular choice for parents and consequently oversubscribed, 
however, due to the changing nature of the community, there are a few school places available in each year. 

The leadership and the governors are passionately committed to the school.  We have a strong and stable 
staff team who receive regular training to update their practice and support their professional development.

GettinG ready for the fun run



Our Mission Statement is:

‘Excellence for all, respect for all - within a Christian Community’
Our aim, therefore, is to develop, nurture and celebrate individual talents and personalities, whilst stressing 
the importance of social values, respect and responsibility. We have high expectations of all our children 
– academically, socially and spiritually – and are proud of the cultural and linguistic diversity of our school, 
which reflects the local community.  

Our ambition is that our children have an enriching school experience in all areas of the curriculum and 
beyond. 

Our ethos and teaching are founded on Christian values in a school community which promotes attitudes 
of mutual respect and responsibility.  Therefore, moral and spiritual development are a high priority.  Our 
children regularly take part in services held in the church.  As a church school the Christian ethos permeates 
and is the foundation of all that we do; it is reflected in the curriculum especially in Religious Education (RE) 
and Collective Worship. and in the way that we behave towards one another.

the sChool Choir singing at st Paul’s

Our Christian distinctiveness & mission



Curriculum 

Our curriculum is rich, broad and varied and is constantly being reviewed to ensure it meets the children’s 
needs. Do look at the overview of the curriculum on our website where you will see the breadth and depth 
of the learning experiences offered. 

St Saviour’s prioritises English, Mathematics, Science and RE so that children are equipped with the literacy 
and numeracy skills needed for accessing other subjects.  Always embedded in this learning process are 
qualities such as tolerance, understanding and respect for each other. British values which include citizenship, 
individual liberty and mutual respect, democracy and the rule of law permeate the ethos and teaching of the 
school.

We have particular strength in the arts and children enjoy taking part in creative workshops, dramatic 
presentations and musical concerts.

year 6 production of “emil and the detectives”

Busy readinG a script



Early Years - Reception

Children are admitted for full-time schooling at the beginning of the academic year (i.e. September) in which 
they become five.  In common with other Lambeth schools, there is one intake in September. However, 
children’s starting dates are staggered over the first couple of weeks, so that more time can be spent with 
individual children enabling them to settle quickly. Where there is a particular need for a young child, special 
arrangements can be made to meet their needs.

When an application is successful parents and carers are invited to meet the Headteacher and staff in 
the summer term prior to their child starting school.  Children are invited to visit their new class and our 
reception staff will also visit you and your child in your home.  This is to allow them to get to know you and 
your child in a familiar setting.

At St Saviour’s our Reception class follows the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ curriculum in line with other 
schools across the country.  We aim to provide all round development through a variety of experiences that 
stimulate physical, social, emotional, spiritual and intellectual growth.

All activities are planned for and presented in a secure environment in which, it is hoped, the children will 
flourish and gain confidence and independence.  The children have free flow access between the classroom 
and playground which enables them to experience all areas of the curriculum in different settings.

enjoyinG the eco-fashion show



English
Reading is a key priority at St Saviour’s and in phonics we 
follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme in Reception 
and Key Stage 1.  As children progress through phases 
1-6 of the scheme, they are grouped by ability and stage 
of their development to ensure work is well matched to 
their needs.  Through the use of engaging texts children 
develop their inference and deduction skills, and their 
love of reading.  We aim to teach children to write 
fluently and skilfully through a wide range of purposeful 
writing tasks and genres, often related to visits or topic 
work. Clear handwriting is a key priority.

Mathematics
Our aim is that Mathematics should be exciting and 
challenging.  Children build on their explorative learning 
in Reception, developing calculation skills through a 
planned, progressive calculation policy and practical tasks.  
Children are encouraged to use their mathematical skills 
in all areas of the curriculum and in real life situations. 
Children gradually become confident through applying 
their knowledge to problem-solving and practical 
applications.  ICT tools such as ‘Mathletics’ provide 
additional support and engaging opportunities at home.

Years 1 & 2 - Key Stage 1 (KS1) & 
Years 3 to 6 - Key Stage 2 (KS2)

Lessons are taught from a topic base and cover the whole of the 
National Curriculum for each year group. The curriculum is enhanced 
through an extensive range of visits, visitors and learning experiences.  
Each class is given the opportunity to share and celebrate their topic 
learning in Collective Worship, to which parents and carers are invited.



Science
In Science, we aim to ensure that children can be curious 
and ask questions about their environment and the 
world around them.  They are provided with appropriate 
opportunities and resources to explore their questions; 
to develop their knowledge, concepts and scientific skills; 
to make informed judgements and to develop enquiring 
minds.  Our children have taken part in shared learning 
experiences with local secondary as well as primary 
schools involving science investigations - these have been 
at the heart of their classroom learning.

History and Geography
Learning in these areas is topic led and integrates all 
subjects.  We use a wide variety of resources to help the 
children understand how people live and have lived in the 
past; the influences human actions and nature have had 
on events and the world around them.  Childen make 
visits to museums and places of historic and geographic 
interest and significance, as well as learning from specialist 
visitors who come to school.

Religious Education 
As a Church of England School, we base our Religious 
Education on the Southwark Diocesan Board of 
Education RE syllabus.  RE is often built into topics 
and linked to other areas of the curriculum.  It is also 
embedded into the daily life of the school.  Our aim is 
that, through their RE lessons, Collective Worship and 
school life generally, our children will develop spiritual 
values, find meaning and purpose in life, and acquire 
knowledge and respect for different religious faiths.

Art, Design and Technology
We recognise the importance of creativity and encourage 
the development of children’s interests and skills in Art 
and Design and Technology.  Children gain expertise and 
experience in a wide variety of art either individually or 
in collaborative projects, led by their teacher or by art 
specialists.  Visits are made to galleries and museums, 
where specialised workshops inspire children and help 
them to develop their own design and artistic skills.  Most 
topics give an opportunity for children to design and 
create a product such as the ‘volcano’ in the photo above.



Music 
The school is proud of its musical tradition.  A high proportion of our children play musical instruments 
and they may take Grade Examinations if they wish.  Violin, piano, guitar and recorder lessons are offered 
and are subsidised for children receiving free school meals.  Children are encouraged to become confident 
performers.  Our regular violin and music concerts celebrate children’s musical learning from performers aged 
4 to 11 years.  Concerts always have an enthusiastic audience and are highlights of the school year.

Performing Arts

Drama
Drama is also a tradition that we are proud of.  Year 6 puts on an end of year production which is typically 
a full-length stage show which involves the whole class in a variety of roles, both on stage and behind the 
scenes. The whole school is involved in a Christmas production which is performed to parents and carers and 
local elderly residents. 

year 6 production of “the BioGraph Girl”



Physical Education (PE)
We recognise that children need to embrace a healthy 
lifestyle.  As well as regular PE lessons, everyday a 
different class of children can be seen running in Ruskin 
Park, making the most of our adjacent outdoor space. 
Games coaches and dance teachers add to the skills 
of class teachers to ensure the very best sporting 
provision for our children. In KS2, classes have swimming 
lessons - an important life skill - at Brixton Leisure 
Centre. 

Football coaching is provided through a relationship 
with Fulham Football Club and we are fortunate to 
have a link with the Oval Cricket Ground who provide 
cricket coaching.  This year our children have enjoyed 
tennis coaching at school and children in Year 6 received 
BMX training at Brockwell Park.

There are also opportunities to compete in a variety of 
sports against other Lambeth Schools and our teams 
are proud to represent St Saviour’s. These competitions 
include: Football League, ‘Quicksticks’ Hockey, Tennis, 
Gymnastics, Athletics, Multi-skills, Swimming and Cricket. 
We hold our annual Sports Day in Ruskin Park and also 
a Fun Run in the Spring. Parents and carers are invited 
to attend both these events.

Modern Foreign Languages 
All classes receive a weekly Modern Foreign Language 
lesson taught by a specialist. They learn simple 
conversation; practising their skills and pronunciation 
with their peers.

Computing
Computing is a creative subject used to engage, support 
and stimulate our children’s learning.  We aim to ensure 
that lessons taught are cross-curricular, interactive and 
progressive.  All classes visit or recieve a visitor from 
the City Learning Centre where childeren develop 
their coding and other ICT skills. In Year 6 children are 
taught  by specialist staff at the Ben Hollyoake Education 
Centre at the Oval Cricket Ground.  A school priority 
is teaching our children to use computers safely and we 
work closely with e-safety initiatives to ensure the safety 
of children on line.



What wider opportunities do we 
provide?

We are proud of the enrichment opportunities we are able to provide that 
enhance, embed and support the high-quality learning at St Saviour’s.

year 6 production of “emil and the detectives”

Workshops
Recent workshops include a “Romeo and Juliet” workshop with the National Theatre, a writing workshop 
at Keats house, a workshop about “Emil and the Detectives” at the National Theatre, a mosaic workshop at 
Southwark Cathedral and dance workshops.

Educational visits
Recent educational visits include: Chistlehurst Caves, London Zoo, the Houses of Parliament, Southwark 
Cathedral, St Paul’s Cathedral, The Monument, Horniman’s Museum, the National Gallery, Dulwich Picture 
Gallery, the National Theatre, Kidzania, the Science Museum, the Natural History Museum and the British 
Museum.

Latin
We further develop our children’s learning by providing Latin lessons through our links with the ‘Iris Project’, 
which makes Latin available to primary school children. 



Chess
To broaden our children’s learning and experience we have a 
visiting chess specialist who teaches our Year 3 children to play 
chess and this enables them to take part in local and national 
chess competitions. 

Park Runs
After the success of research in Scotland showing the benefits of 
running on children’s health and concentration, each class now 
enjoys a weekly park run to enhance their fitness and well-being. 
Year 6 run twice a week!

School Journeys
In the summer term, Year 6 take part in a 5-day residential 
school journey where they are challenged to move beyond their 
everyday experiences. They enjoy outdoor and adventurous 
activities including: abseiling, raft building, orienteering, trapeze 
and zip wires. Year 4 children visit the Rippledown Environmental 
Education Centre in Kent, on a 3-day residential school journey. 
They take part in a variety of activities including: pond dipping, 
fresh water ecology, rock pooling and study British mammals and 
their habitats as well as a visit to Deal Castle. 

We have a School Council which has of a boy and a girl 
representative from each class. The children represent 
the views of all their peers on how to improve their 
school and support the local community. In the last few 
years this has included raising money for Syrian refugees, 
preparing 50 survival packs for homeless people in 
Brixton as well the current project - providing family 
and children packs for our local refugee centre. In 2013, 
we were asked to be one of the first schools to join the 
Team London Young Ambassadors Pilot as recognition 
of our work supporting the local community.

Each year some Year 6 children are involved in a 
Lambeth Young Leaders Project which forms a youth 
panel from local schools. The children then decide on a 
project they would like to support together. An example 
of one of these projects is support for the ‘Ronald 
McDonald House’ in Camberwell and ‘Toni and Guy’ 
children’s ward at Kings College Hospital.

School Council and Young Leaders



Admissions
Applications to join St Saviour’s School are made during the academic year in which children celebrate their 
4th birthday.  These applications are made through the Common Application Form for the Local Authority 
in which you and your child live.  As a Church of England School, we invite applications from families who 
attend church regularly and faithfully, both from the local parish and the wider Christian community.  There is 
a supplementary form available from the school office or the website for families applying for a ‘Foundation/
Church place’.  The school also welcomes applications from the local area and these places are allocated 
based on distance from school. 

After School Club - Wrap Around Care
After School Club at St Saviour’s begins as soon as the school day ends at 3.20pm. A snack is provided 
straight away and a healthy meal is served later. Every day there are a range of activities, both indoors and 
outdoors, for the children to take part in. Some of the activities are led by school staff whilst others are led by 
specialist coaches. The ‘wrap around care’ finishes at 6pm. Whilst the club caters for children from Reception 
to Year 6, places do need to be booked and paid for in advance.  

Breakfast Club - Wrap Around Care
Breakfast Club runs regularly each morning from 7.45am until the start of the school day at 8.40am.  Children 
receive a breakfast and take part in play-based activities once they have finished eating.  Breakfast Club gives 
children a calm and sociable start to the school day.

Christian Union
Our Parish Youth Worker leads a weekly Christian Union group for older children at lunchtime. This is an 
opportunity, for children who wish, to explore and discuss faith-related issues in greater depth. 

A –Z of information



Clubs
Clubs run for an hour after school and a selection are available each half term. The list of those available 
include: choir, orchestra, drama, sewing, art, football and coding. A small charge is made to cover the costs.

Collective Worship and time for reflection
Prayer and time for reflection is an important part of each day and children can write their own prayers as 
part of RE lessons. Collective Worship may be led by staff, the vicar, the Parish Youth Worker or visitors from 
a variety of organisations. It is an opportunity for the children to explore religious and ethical issues, meet, sing, 
reflect and pray together. It is also an opportunity to celebrate the children’s many achievements. Each class 
leads Collective Worship once a term to which parents and carers are invited. 

Faith Group
Each class elects a boy and girl as their representatives on the Faith Group.  They meet regularly throughout 
the school year and discuss the themes and values for Collective Worship, as well as other areas of interest, 
for  example the prayer garden and the Bishop’s Lent Appeal.  They particularly take a lead during Christian 
festivals and each week two Faith Group representatives lead the call to worship and blessing in our 
Collective Worship times.

There is also an adult Faith Group which meets each half term and is made up of staff, parents and governors. 
They are involved in deciding on the themes for Collective Worship and the values for each half term.  They 
also visit the classrooms to see the RE displays and RE class books as well as taking time to talk to children 
and look at what they are learning. 

Golden Rules:
St Saviour’s has adopted the 6 rules below, as whole school rules, to draw together the understanding of how 
to behave, learn and play at school:

 • We are kind, polite, helpful, and aware of others’ feelings 
 • We listen carefully to others without interrupting them
 • We look after our own and other people’s belongings
 • We try our best, work hard, and learn from our mistakes
 • We treat other people the way we would like to be treated
 • We always tell the truth



Governing Body 
St Saviour’s School is a Voluntary Aided Church of England School in the Diocese of Southwark and the 
Parish of Herne Hill.  The Governors are responsible for the appointment of staff, admissions, the RE syllabus 
and the performance of the school.  As a Church of England foundation school, it is dedicated to the 
continuance of its Christian character.

Governors meet regularly to hear reports from the school, to monitor and revise school policies, to check 
that the school is complying with the law, to monitor the budget, and to ensure safeguarding and support for 
children.  They are also responsible for monitoring the curriculum and analysing statistical evidence for pupil 
achievement in a local, as well as national context. Governors visit classes during the school day and carry out 
a survey of parents’ views annually.

Home Learning
We encourage children to read each day to their parents or carers at home, as well as practising their 
spellings, number bonds and times tables.  There is also opportunity for children to develop their number skills 
through online ‘Mathletics’.  Children are set some topic based research which is related to their class work. In 
Years 5 and 6, more formal homework is set, building towards the expectations of secondary school. Each half 
term a creative whole school project is set which relates to themes such as: Black History,  Anti-bullying and 
Road Safety.  A highlight of our Summer Term is the whole school Summer Project where children express 
their own ideas through different media.

Parents’ Evenings and Parent Meetings
Leaders, teachers and staff warmly greet parents and carers at the beginning and end of the school day. 
Parents who want to have more than a very quick word with their child’s class teacher can make an 
appointment to do so.  Throughout the school year, Parents’ Evenings are arranged to particularly talk about a 
child’s learning and progress. 

If at any time parents have concerns about their child’s well-being or progress, they can arrange to meet with 
their child’s teacher, a senior member of staff or the Headteacher. In the unlikely event that concerns are not 
resolved, the parent can write to the Chair of Governors who will investigate the matter.



Parent Volunteers
We believe it is important to involve parents in the life of the school and in supporting their children’s 
education. Many parents regularly help in school, with reading and writing support, cooking, swimming, visits 
and running extra-curricular activities, for example drama and art. This is very much appreciated by school 
staff and helps to build a sense of community.

Parents, Staff and Friends Association (PSFA)
St Saviour’s has a very active and proactive Parents, Staff and Friends Association, which not only raises a 
lot of money for the school, but also organises fun events such as Summer and Christmas Fairs, discos, quiz 
nights and film evenings. The PSFA have worked hard in recent years to raise funds to help further develop 
the playground space, and to provide state of the art technology for the school hall.  The money raised also 
subsidises visits and activities that further enrich the children’s experiences.

Premises and Facilities Improvement (PFI) Fund
Along with all other voluntary-aided schools in the country, we need to maintain a voluntay fund.  Central 
government only pay 90% of the cost of building work and we have to be able to pay the other 10% from 
the PFI Fund.  This involves requesting voluntary contributions from parents, the PSFA and the Parish.  The 
suggested amount for parents is currently £40.00 over the course of an academic year.

Punctuality and Attendance
Our attendance rate is above the Lambeth average. We expect children to come to school every day, unless 
they are ill. Parents are encouraged to take holidays during the school holidays – term and holiday dates 
are available on the school website. The school has a rolling start from 8.40am to 8.50am, and we expect all 
children to be in their classrooms for the start of the school day at 8.50am. Parents and carers are requested 
to telephone the school before 9am if a child is to be late or absent for any reason. If a child has been absent, 
the parent or carer will need to write a note stating the day/s of absence and the reason. A special request 
form must be completed to take a child out of school for planned absences, and these requests are followed 
up by the school office and the Headteacher.

Safeguarding
The safety of our children is our highest priority.  All staff have been trained in safeguarding and this training is 
regularly updated.  The school requires all staff and volunteers to have an up to date DBS clearance, updated 
every three years.  Where concerns arise with a child the school works closely with parents or carers and the 
local authority to ensure the well-being of the child.  The school follows the Lambeth Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Policy and the DFE guidance:  ‘Keeping children safe in education’.



School Meals and Packed Lunches
The school encourages children to choose healthy foods to eat. School meals, prepared locally and delivered 
daily, follow the government’s guidance on the provision of healthy meals for children and include options for 
vegetarians.  Salads, fruit, milk and drinking water are always available. Parents are encouraged to pay dinner 
money, on line, in advance.  If you think that your child/children are entitled to free school meals, please ask 
for an application form at the school office.

Children may bring in a packed lunch. This should also follow the government’s guidelines for healthy eating; 
chocolate and unhealthy foods are discouraged.  St Saviour’s is a nut-free school and we ask parents to check 
carefully what they include in their child’s packed lunch. All children are provided with milk or drinking water, 
so drinks are not necessary. However, parents and carers can provide flavoured water or natural fruit juices if 
they choose to.

School Uniform
We believe that uniform and appearance are important so wearing the correct uniform is compulsory. There 
is also a school PE kit that children need to wear for all PE lessons. Full details of the school uniform are 
provided at the back of this prospectus.

Special Educational Needs (SEN)
The school aims to meet the needs of every child in its care and all have full access to the learning 
environment, resources, staff and activities. We are proud of the work we do with children who have learning 
or other needs.  Children with specific difficulties or disabilities are given an individual plan, which we regularly 
assess to ensure a positive impact on their progress.  The school works with a range of outside professionals 
such as an educational psychologist,  speech and language therapist and play therapist to gain advice and 
support for children with special educational needs.





Please do get in contact with us:

St Saviour’s Church of England Primary School
Herne Hill Road

London
SE24 0AY

Tel: 020 7274 7986
Email: admin@st-saviours.lambeth.sch.uk

Website: www.stsaviourslambeth.co.uk
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